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@ One or more crops will be harvested from an 
estimated 314 million acres of land in 1996, up from 
302 million acres last year and the largest area 
harvested since 1986. 


@ The increase in cropland harvested came primarily 
from the reduction in cropland idled in Federal 
progranis. 


An estimated 346 million acres are expected to be used for 
crops in 1996, up 12 million from 1995 (table 1) and the 
highest acreage since 1986. This increase resulted from a 
sharp increase in estimated cropland harvested due to the 
elimination of annual crop set-aside programs and some 
reduction in the amount of land idled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). 


Harvest estimates of principal crops total 314 million acres, 
which with minor crops will likely raise total harvested acres 
to nearly 327 million acres. About 12 million of the 
harvested acres are estimated to be double-cropped. Allowing 
for double cropping, cropland harvested will total more than 
314 million acres, up 11 million acres from 1995. 


Estimated cropland harvested is up more than 6 percent in the 
Northern Plains States and 4 percent or more in the Mountain 
and Corn Belt regions (table 2). Largely due to weather 
conditions, crop failure is estimated to be higher than in 1995, 
especially in the Southern Plains, Northern Plains, and Lake 
States farm production regions. 


Nearly 45 percent of the cropland idled by Federal programs 
is in the Northern Plains and Mountain regions (table 3). An 





Major Uses of U.S. Cropland =3 
i or 


Million acres 


500 
Idled in Federal programs 


Summer fallow 


1975 78 81 84 87 90 
Source: USDA, ERS, developed from various published and unpublished data. 


additional 31 percent is in the Corn Belt and Southern Plains 
regions. Due to changes in farm programs, no cropland has 
been idled in annual Federal crop programs in 1996 (table 4). 
The land idled in Federal programs is in the CRP and the 
estimates include only changes in contracted acreage to the 
beginning of 1996. 


The 1996 estimated harvested acreages of corn, sorghum, 
barley, wheat, and soybeans are up from 1995 with com 
accounting for the largest increase (table 5). The acreages of 
oats, cotton, and rice estimated to be harvested in 1996 are 
down compared with 1995. 


Contact: Arthur Daugherty, NRED, (202) 219-0424. 
[arthurd@econ.ag.gov] 


About AREI UPDATES 


AREI UPDATES is a periodic series that supplements and updates information in Agricultural Resources and Environmental Indicators 


(ARED, USDA, ERS, AH-705, Dec. 1994. UPDATES report recent data from surveys of farm operators and others knowledgeable about 
changing agricultural resource use and conditions, with only minimal interpretation or analysis. Please contact the individual listed at the 
end of the text for additional information about the data in this UPDATE. If you would like to be added to the mailing list or have other 
questions about AREI UPDATES or ARET, contact Richard Magleby, (202) 219-0436. [rmagleby@econ.ag.gov] 





—Maj f cropland, United States, 1987-96' 
SET es ae oe 1989 _ 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 


Cropland 1987 1988 1 
Million acres 


Cropland used for crops 331 327 341 341 Sor 337, 330 339 S32 346 
Cropland harvested‘ 293 287 306 310 306 305 297 310 302 314 
Crop failure 6 10 8 6 ih 8 11 fi 8 9 
Cultivated summer fallow 32 30 27 25 24 24 22 22 22 22 

Cropland idled by all 

Federal programs® 76 78 61 62 65 55 60 49 55 34 
Annual programs 60 53 31 28 30 20 23 13 18 0 
Conservation Reserve Program 16 25 30 34 35 35 36 36 36 34 

Total, specified uses** 407 405 402 403 402 392 389 388 388 380 


Includes the 48 contiguous States. Fewer than 200,000 acres were used for crops in Alaska and Hawaii. 


2 Preliminary, subject to revision. 

> Breakdown may not add to totals due to rounding. 

* A double-cropped acre is counted as 1 acre. 

° Does not include cropland pasture or idle land not in Federal programs that is normally included in the total cropland base. 


Source: USDA, ERS, developed from a variety of published and unpublished data from FSA (formerly ASCS), ERS, and NASS. 


Table 2—Cropland used for crops in 1996, and 1995-96 change, by region 


Cropland used for crops' Share of 

Region Cropland Crop Summer all cropland 

harvested failure fallow Total ? used for crops 
1996: eet tnnnwnn nn nnn nn nnnnnnn nanan nnn -a---== === Million acres------------------- rr Percent 
Northeast TOD 0.2 - oa ont 
Lake States 34.1 0.8 - 34.9 10.1 
Corn Belt 80.6 1.6 - 82.2 23.8 
Northern Plains 76.2 1.9 10.8 88.9 25 
Appalachian 16.8 0.4 - life? 5.0 
Southeast 10.6 0.4 - 10.9 onl 
Delta States 16.0 0.3 - 16.3 4.7 
Southern Plains ee 2.8 0.7 30.7 8.9 
Mountain 25.8 0.7 8.1 34.6 10.0 
Pacific 16.5 0.2 2.4 19.1 aS 
United States 2? 314.2 9.4 22.0 345.6 100.0 
1995-96 change: __ ------------------------------------------------ Percent-------------------------------------------- 
Northeast 1.9 0.0 : 0.9 
Lake States 2.4 33.3 - 2.6 
Corn Belt 43 0.0 ¥ 42 
Northern Plains 6.1 26.7 -0.5 5.6 
Appalachian 2.4 -11.2 . 2.0 
Southeast 3.9 =3.5 : zd 
Delta States 1.9 -2.7 : 1.8 
Southern Plains 2.6 64.7 3.6 6.3 
Mountain 4.0 3.6 0.0 al 
Pacific 3.8 -33.3 -1.0 3a 
United States 2° 3.9 19.6 -0.2 4.0 


- = None or fewer than 50,000 acres. 

' Preliminary. Based on farmers’ intentions to harvest. 

? Breakdown may not add to totals due to rounding. 

* Includes the 48 contiguous States. Fewer than 100,000 acres were used for the principal crops in Alaska and Hawaii. 
“No change or less than 0.05 percent. 


Source: USDA, ERS, developed from various published and unpublished data. 


Table 3—Cropland idled under Federal acreage reduction programs, by region, 1987-96 
Cropland 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Million acres 


Northeast 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.2 
Lake States 7.0 On, 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.0 5.6 3.4 4.2 2.8 
Corn Belt 15.3 13.9 8.8 9.0 8.2 TeS 10.0 6.0 8.7 5.4 
Northern Plains 19.7 20.8 15.8 16.8 18.4 14.8 15.0 2s 15.4 8.9 
Appalachian alk 3.0 ZS 2.3 an 1.9 2a mG ef 1.0 
Southeast 3.0 He 3.0 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.6 ES le 
Delta States SUS Sat 3.0 2.6 25lk Ded 2.4 Zl 1.9 he 
Southern Plains Ali] 12.0 10.0 9.8 11.0 9.0 9.14 8.8 8.5 5a 
Mountain 8.7 nOs2 9.1 9.6 10.5 9.3 9.1 8.8 8.9 6.5 
Pacific BN5 3.8 32 Sat 3.6 Sat 2.9 2.8 2a ei, 
United States 2° 76.2 tet 60.8 61.6 64.5 54.9 59.8 49.2 54.8 34.4 


Preliminary estimates of remaining enrollment in the CRP for FY-96. 

? Includes the 48 contiguous States. Because of rounding, regional data may not sum to U.S. totals. 

3 Includes cropland idled in 0,50/85-92 programs. Does not include about 0.5 million acres in 1991, 0.7 million acres in 1992, 0.8 
million acres in 1993, 1.6 million acres in 1994, and 1.3 million acres in 1995 enrolled in 0,50/85-92 programs and planted to minor 
oilseeds. Also includes 2.0 million acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program in 1986, 15.7 million acres enrolled in 1987, 
24.5 milion acres enrolled in 1988, 29.8 million acres enrolled in 1989, 33.9 million acres enrolled in 1990, 34.4 million acres enrolled 
in 1991, 35.4 million acres enrolled in 1992, and 36.4 million acres enrolled in 1993, 1994, and 1995. 


Source: USDA, ERS, developed from various published and unpublished data from FSA. 


Table 4—Cropland idled under Federal acreage reduction programs, 1987-96 
Pp 1987 


rogram and crop 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Million acres 
Annual programs, base acres: 


Corn Se 2015 10.8 10.7 4 Diz 10.7 2.0 8) 0 
Sorghum 4.1 3.9 Si 33 2.4 2.0 DeD 1.6 1.6 0 
Barley 3.0 2.8 PAS} 2.9 2a es ee 2.1 2.4 0 
Oats 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.7 0 
Wheat 23.9 22.5 9.6 Wied) 15.6 23 5.4 46 DED 0 
Cotton 3.9 Zen Shs) 2.0 2 Wet 1.4 1G 0.2 0 
Rice 1.6 a fle 1.0 0.9 0.4 0.7 0.3 0.5 0 
Total, annual programs? 60.5 5303 30.9 20.1, 30.1 19.5 23.4 12.8 18.4 0 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), base acres:* 
Corn Pxe} 2.8 3.4 3.8 3.9 4.1 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.0 
Sorghum doz 1.9 2.2 2.4 2.4 2.4 AO aS DS 2.4 
Barley lei 1.9 2.4 Dali 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.8 2ili 
Oats 0.5 0.9 leat les: ite 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 13 
Wheat 4.2 7.1 8.8 10.3 10.4 10.6 10.8 10.8 10.8 10.5 
Cotton 0.7 20 eZ ted iS 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 
Rice 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Total CRP-idled base acres? 10.0 1555 19.0 21.8 22.0 22.6 23:3 Dae 23.3 22S 
Total base acres idled? 70.5 68.8 49.9 49.5 524 42.1 46.7 36.1 41.7 223 
Total CRP-idled nonbase 
acres ahi 8.9 10.9 12.1 12.4 12.8 iioeZ ee oe en 


Total cropland idled under 

Federal programs? 76.2 ites 60.8 61.6 64.5 54.9 59.8 49.2 54.8 34.4 

"Preliminary estimates of remaining enrollment in the CRP for FY-96. 

? Because of rounding, crop acreages may not sum to totals. Base acreages idled under 0/92 and 50/92 programs from 1986 
through 1992 are included in annual program data. However, base acres of feed grains and wheat enrolled in 0/92 and planted to 
oilseeds or other permitted crops in 1991 (0.5 million acres), in 1992 (0.7 million acres), in 1993 (1.0 million acres), in 1994 (1.6 million 
acres), and in 1995 (1.5 million acres) are not included. 

Program began in 1986. Small acreages of peanut and tobacco base were bid into the CRP in addition to the crops listed. 

“Less than 50,000 acres. 


Source: USDA, ERS, developed from various published and unpublished data from FSA. 
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Table 5—Harvested area of major crops, by region, 1990-96 
Crop North- Lake Corn Northern Appa- South- Delta Southern United 


and period east _ States Belt Plains _lachian east _ States Plains Mountain Pacific States’ 
Million acres 
Corn:? 
1990-94 avg. De ; 
1995 2D 11.4 
1996° 25) 
Sorghum:? 
1990-94 avg. - - 
1995 - - 
1996° - - 
Barley: 
1990-94 avg. 
1995 
1996° 
Oats: 
1990-94 avg. 
1995 
1996° 
Wheat: 
1990-94 avg. 
1995 
1996° 
Soybeans: 
1990-94 avg. 
1995 
19963 
Cotton: 
1990-94 avg. - 
1995 = 
1996° - 
Rice: 
1990-94 avg. - - 
1995 - 2 
1996° - = 
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- = None reported. 

"Includes the 48 contiguous States. Because of rounding, regional acres may not sum to U.S. totals. 
2 Corn and sorghum for grain. 

> Preliminary, subject to revision. 

* Less than 50,000 acres. 


Source: USDA, ERS, compiled from NASS, Crop Production, Annual Summary and Monthly reports. 


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national Origin, sex, religion, age, disabil- 
ity, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 


To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, or call*202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 
(TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 
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